
Minutes Monday, January 26, 2009 

Land Use 
Committee 
 

4:57 p.m.  
Carnegie Town Hall 
235 W. 10th Street 

 

Members Present:  Greg Jamison, Bob Litz and Kermit Staggers 
 

 
Staff Present:  Debra A. Owen, City Clerk; and Denise D. Tucker, Assistant City Clerk 
 
Guests: Mike Cooper, Director of Planning and Building Services 
  

 

1. Call to Order 
A.  Committee Chair Greg Jamison called the meeting to order at 4:57 p.m. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

A.  A motion was made by Litz and seconded by Staggers to approve the December 1, 
2008, minutes. Jamison called for a voice vote. All committee members voted yes. 
Motion Passed. 

 
3. Discussion 
 

A.  Discussion of City Policy on Notification of a Zoning Change 
                         
• Jamison said his intention for this meeting was to do a better job of communicating, in 

regards to rezoning notification. He said with large facilities, like hospitals, there has 
to be a better way to communicate. Jamison wanted to know what was currently 
being done. He said the last case involving Sanford, followed law and procedure. And 
added that the City did an extra ordinary effort in clarifying things. 

• Litz said he received a lot of phone calls and people thought signs needed to be on 
their property. He said he was a little uneasy with the way things turned out. Litz said 
there were a lot of questions about eminent domain. 

• Staggers said the current system doesn’t hack it at all. He said many times people 
don’t know what it’s about when they see the signs. Staggers said you shouldn’t 
rezone people’s property unless they want to. 

• Jamison said maybe there could be additional steps implemented: more signs and 
direct mailing with postcards. 

• Litz said Sanford is blocks away from where he lives and people assume the signs 
are about land being cleared, because there have been a lot of rezones. He said 
people have seen a lot of signs and assume the information is about the property, 
where the sign is. Litz said those circumstances aggravated the situation. 

• Owen stated overall the zoning system works. However when Council Members hear 
from frustrated residents, like in the recent case, there is evidence that the system 
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needs some tweaking. She stated that Council Member Jamison had asked her to 
pull and review current zoning rules. Owen commented that it seemed like the 
complaints – when notice is an issue – rarely comes from land owners in a 
commercial area.  These landowners generally have an expectation and/or know 
something is going to happen on the land. In residential areas, people need more 
notice. Someone driving down the street passing an orange sign might think it (the 
sign) is for a garage sale. Owen wondered if the problem could be requiring more 
notice be given to landowners who have residential zoning.  

 
B.  Review of current policy, by Mike Cooper, Director of Planning and Building Services 

             
• Cooper passed out Public Notification information sheets and explained that the sheet 

was the result of previous meetings with the City Council. He said the City provides 
signs to the applicant, who is responsible for putting up the signs, and an affidavit of 
posting is required. 

• Cooper discussed Neighborhood Notification procedures. He said the City 
encourages neighborhood meetings and the applicants are required to contact any 
church, school or public park. Cooper said in the case of Sanford, they were required 
to hold a neighborhood meeting and were given a list of (property owners) names. 

• What can be different in the future, Cooper said, is if there is a rezoning of a boundary 
then the City needs verification that the (property) owners agree.  

• Discussion occurred on notification of landowners.  
• Cooper offered to require all landowners in the proposed rezone to sign the 

application – which is turned into the Planning Department. 
• Committee agreed to have all affected landowners in a proposed rezone be required 

to sign the application for a zoning reclassification. 
• Cooper agreed to bring the proposed changes to the Council in the form of an 

amended ordinance. All of the committee members liked the idea of an amendment to 
the ordinance. 

• An amendment to the zoning ordinance will be done by the Planning Department and 
then given to the City Attorney. And then it will be presented to the City Council, 
Cooper said. 

 
Committee Member Staggers left the meeting at 5:22 p.m. 
 
4. Open Discussion 

There was none. 
 
5. Adjournment at 5:23 p.m.  

A.  A motion was made by Litz and seconded by Jamison to adjourn. Jamison called for a 
voice vote. All committee members present voted yes. Motion Passed. 

 
    Denise D. Tucker, CMC 

   Assistant City Clerk 














