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A citizen-driven program that incentivizes the effort
of taking a Green Pledge.
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Introduction

Welcome to the Green Pledge program. We are so glad 
that you have made a commitment to taking this chal-
lenge. Throughout this booklet there are several tasks 

that you will be responsible to complete. Some are scheduled 
on a monthly, semi-annual, or an annual basis and focus on 
the six core areas of the City’s Sustainability Program. By com-
pleting these tasks, you will help to reduce your environmental 
impact, improve your monthly budget, and become even more 
versed in your local community. 

We know asking you to do all of these tasks at once may seem 
like a lot, but once you get into it, it’s not so bad. We will 
even be here to supply you with some pointers along the way. 
By participating in this program you will also be eligible for 
specific incentives and prize drawings. This is a three-year pro-
gram, so after the third year we ask that you re-pledge to live 
sustainably here in Sioux Falls and receive an updated chal-
lenge list. This new list will have more ways to reduce your en-
vironmental impact while hopefully saving you money over the 
long run for completing these tasks. This program is, of course, 
optional, and if at any time you would like to be removed from 
our contact list, reply “opt out” to whichever communication 
outlet that you have elected to receive our monthly messages. 
Again, thank you so much for taking the Green Pledge, and if 
you have any questions at all, feel free to contact the Sustain-
ability Program at 605-367-8276. 



How does this all work?

Our pledge program will attempt to provide incentives that will 
hopefully make you appreciate this program even more. Our 
goal is to reach as many citizens of Sioux Falls and help them 
live more sustainably. Many of the concepts we are trying to 
promote are easier, cheaper, and better for the environment 
than their comparable alternatives. Many of these tasks may 
even surprise you and make you wish you’d have thought 
about it sooner. Here are the core program elements and how it 
all works:

1 Sign up. Signing up is pretty painless. Simply go to  
www.siouxfalls.org/green and look for the green pledge 
symbol. Once you’re there, you will have to provide us with 
some general information. We will also need your preferred 
method of contact and how frequently you would like to 
receive notifications. Don’t worry, we will never share your 
information with anyone! We cannot stand junk mail and are 
also frequently bugged by telemarketers ourselves. We would 
not share this information at any time.

2 Take the challenges. After signing up, you will be sent via 
email this challenge booklet. We recommend sitting down 
and picking a challenge or two a month and see if you can 
complete them. Once you get into these challenges, you 
may notice some of them to even be enjoyable. Get the 
family involved and it can even be a great way to teach and 
learn lessons about your current impact as well as how to 
reduce it in the future.  

3 Receive notifications and incentives. If you elected to 
receive notifications, we will be in touch. About twice a 
month the Sustainability Program will be sending out tips 
on ways to reduce your impact, as well as special offers and 
other incentives. We hope that we are able to make this a 
rewarding experience and are able to keep you on task with 
your challenges. 

4 Re-pledge. Every three years your pledge will be complete. 
We would hope that you enjoyed your experience and will 
sign up again to a new set of goals and challenges.

http://www.siouxfalls.org/green


Waste Minimization

I pledge to complete THREE tasks from 
this list in a calendar month for the next 
THREE years.

 Purchase groceries in bulk quantities to reduce the amount 
of packaging required once a month, as long as product 
does not go to waste more than with standard purchases.

 I will stop unwanted junk mail and subscribe to paperless 
billing. Find out how at siouxfalls.org/green.

 I will compare products of different manufacturers 
and consider giving preference to those that use less 
packaging.

 I will utilize my own grocery bags when I am shopping at 
the grocery store at least one time a month.

 I will invest in a reusable product such as a travel coffee 
mug, a reusable water bottle, or washable napkins.

 I will make recycling easier in my home by strategic 
placement of my recycling container and I will recycle all 
acceptable items as soon as I generate them.

 I will look through my closet once a year and find unused 
items that can be donated to a charity or thrift store.

 I will begin to buy one recycled item over its raw products 
once a month.

 Through my waste minimization efforts, I will reduce the 
size of my trash container to a smaller size (if applicable) 
within the next six months.

 Twice a year, identify quality materials that are unused or 
underutilized and donate them to a thrift store to promote 
reuse.



Water Resources

I pledge to complete THREE tasks from  
this list in a calendar month for  
the next THREE years.

 I will reduce my shower time by five minutes a week.

 I will invest in a low-flow technology such as a new 
shower head, low-flow toilet, water-reducing faucet, or 
hose attachment within the next six months. For free 
water conservation kits and possible rebates, go to  
www.siouxfalls.org/public-works/water-conservation.

 I will monitor my lawn for water runoff. If I notice water 
is running off rather easily, I will shorten my watering 
times to allow for better absorption.

 I will put food coloring in my toilet tank once a month. 
If the food coloring is seen within the bowl prior to 
flushing, then there is a leak and I will work to repair 
the problem.

 I will locate my master water shutoff valve and inform 
everyone within the household that this could save water 
in the event of an emergency and reduce water damage 
within your home.

 I will winterize outdoor spigots when temperatures 
begin to dip below freezing. This will prevent pipes from 
leaking or bursting.

 I will wash dark clothes in cold water. This saves both 
water and energy while it also allows the clothing to 
keep its colors longer.

 I will share two of these tips with a friend, relative, or 
coworker every six months.

http://siouxfalls.org/public-works/water-conservation/rebates.aspx


Energy Conservation

I pledge to complete THREE tasks from this 
list in a calendar month for the next  
THREE years.

 I will begin to unplug rarely used appliances, such as a 
soft-drink refrigerator or a toaster oven.

 I will use power strips to switch off televisions, theatre 
equipment, gaming devices, and stereos. These products, 
even when off, can consume a cumulative equivalent to a 
75- to 100-watt lightbulb running continuously.

 I will begin to replace my current lighting from incandes-
cent to LED or fluorescent lighting.

 I will properly insulate my water heater, especially if it is 
located in an unheated part of my home. This can reduce 
the amount of energy it takes to maintain the hot water 
level. 

 If I have a planned appliance purchase coming up, I will 
choose a high-efficiency model, as opposed to the cheap-
est that suits my needs.

 I will search my windows for possible air leaks and will 
properly seal any areas of concern.

 I will configure my home or office computer to hibernate 
if it is inactive after 30 minutes. 

• In Windows, the power management settings are found 
on your control panel.

• For Mac users, energy saving settings are located under 
system preferences in the apple menu.



Transportation

I pledge to complete TWO tasks from  
this list in a calendar month for the  
next THREE years.

 I will be conscientious of my driving habits and will 
reduce aggressive driving to be safer and more fuel 
efficient.

 I will group tasks together when I leave my home so I am 
making less trips using my vehicle.

 Once a month I will use either public transportation, 
carpool with someone, bike, or walk to an event that I 
would otherwise had driven myself.

 I will consider fuel efficiency when I make any future 
vehicle purchases.

 I will reduce the amount of times that I use my air con-
ditioner in my vehicle. Air conditioners can increase fuel 
consumption by up to 20 percent.

 I will drive the speed limit and drive as efficiently as 
possible for three days of my five-day commute a week.

 I will get the junk out of my vehicle’s trunk. A lighter car 
runs more efficiently. Every 50 pounds removed means a 
potential 1 percent increase in fuel economy.

 I will keep my vehicle well-maintained. Changing dirty 
air filters and keeping tires properly inflated are easy 
ways to increase your fuel economy, resulting in a lower 
impact on your household budget.

 If at all possible, I will reduce the number of vehicles in 
my household. This will save money and reinforce the 
importance of carpooling.



Built and Natural Environment

I pledge to complete ONE task from this list 
in a calendar year for the next THREE years.

 I will attend a farmers’ market four times a year to 
promote local agriculture.

 If I have construction or renovation plans in my future, 
I will consider recycled source materials as well as new 
building practices that increase home efficiencies.

 I will give a charitable donation to a local conservation 
or ecological restoration group.

 I will assist with a river cleanup.

 I will teach my children or grandchildren about nature 
and ecosystems.

 I will tour a LEED-certified building located in Sioux 
Falls.

 I will review the Sustainable Management Practices 
located on siouxfalls.org/green.

 I will volunteer at or attend an event at The Outdoor 
Campus with my children or grandchildren.



Community Vitality

I pledge to complete ONE task from this list 
in a calendar year for the next THREE years.

 I will support a local business owner twice a month. 

 I will participate in community development programs, 
whether through volunteering my services, or through an 
annual donation.

 I will become informed in the changes occurring in my 
local community.

 I will attend one cultural diversity event that is outside 
of my comfort zone to help experience the differences in 
my community.

 I will attend one of the Mayor’s Listening and Learning 
sessions.

 I will be active in my work’s wellness program. 

 I will educate my children or grandchildren on the im-
portance of community development, exercising, and of 
establishing healthy eating habits.

 I will share at least three sustainable living tips to my 
neighbors, coworkers, or friends each year.

 I will do 30 minutes of physical activity a day to help 
stay healthy.



Contact Information:

For any additional questions, please contact:

Sustainability Coordinator 

City of Sioux Falls Environmental Center

1017 East Chambers Street 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104

Phone 605-367-8299

Or find us on the web at www.siouxfalls.org/green.
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