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DOWNTOWN

SIOUX FALLS
RAIL YARD REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Proposed New Alternative

WE’VE LISTENED
We are here tonight 
to present a new 
alternative that has 
significantly reduced 
impacts to: 

• Residences
• Community Facilities
• Road Closures/Relocations
• Farmland
• Right of Way
• Utilities

Purpose & Need 
This project is needed 
because the Downtown 
Yard occupies an area of 
Sioux Falls that has been 
identifi ed as a central 
location for economic 
redevelopment by 
numerous studies, reports, 
and plans focusing on 
the downtown area.  
In addition, with the 
passage of SAFETEA-LU, 
there is congressionally 
authorized intent to 
complete Phases II and 
III of the Rail Relocation 
Conceptual Phasing Plan.

Therefore, the purpose 
of the project is to make 
the Downtown Yard land 
available for economic 
development by removing 
the yard tracks, while 
maintaining railroad 
operations, meeting 
applicable railroad 
design criteria and 
safety standards, and 
being feasible from an 
engineering and logistics 
standpoint.

The alternative that we are presenting meets railroad 
operational requirements and provides the City of Sioux 
Falls with approximately 9 ½ acres of land located in the 
existing downtown yard for economic development.   We 
have worked with a variety of stakeholders, listened to 
citizens, and have found a solution that minimizes social, 
environmental and economic impacts.

The proposed alternative provides an important 
connection between the E&E and BNSF mainlines at 
Timberline and Rice Street.  Two 3,000 foot long sidings 
on the east side of the existing tracks will be used for the 
interchange of rail cars.

In downtown Sioux Falls, the western set of tracks will 
be removed from the downtown yard.  The eastern 
tracks will remain along with the Great Northern Depot 

building that will allow BNSF to continue 
to operate.  This will allow the City to 
purchase approximately 9 ½ acres in 
the existing yard from BNSF.  Costs will 
include the land, track removal, pavement 
replacement, utilities, lost rail capacity and 
environmental mitigation.  

BNSF will modify their regional and 
local operations plan to block, store and 
assemble trains elsewhere in their system.  
No additional rail yard or sidings are 
proposed at this time.  Future demands may 
require improvements like track upgrades, 
realignments and signal enhancements 
within BNSF right-of-way or existing yards.  



Visit the website for updates and ongoing information: 
www.siouxfalls.org/railroad

Frequently Asked Questions
QUESTION: Why were the old alternatives rejected?

ANSWER: The old alternatives were reviewed by BNSF and 
the project team to determine if they met BNSF’s operational 
requirements, and to determine if they had significant 
environmental or social impacts. Many of these alternatives 
did not meet minimum design requirements, current safety 
standards, or were not operationally acceptable to BNSF. 
Other alternatives had environmental or social impacts 
that were much greater when compared to the new 
alternative. The new alternative being presented tonight 
significantly reduces these impacts. A full description and 
the criteria used to evaluate all sites will be included in the 
Environmental Assessment document.

QUESTION: What Environmental factors are used to 

approve or eliminate an alternative?

ANSWER: The NEPA process examines potential impacts 
to both the natural and human environment, including 
historical resources, noise, parks, wildlife, community input, 
among others. There isn’t one or a grouping of factors that 
result in an alternative being eliminated. A comprehensive 
process is used that compares all potential alternatives to 
each other including the no-build option.

QUESTION: Why is it that BNSF can now change their 

operations and not require a switch yard, bridge, or siding?

ANSWER: BNSF has taken a second look at their current 
operations and is willing to make changes within their own 
system to block, store, and assemble trains elsewhere in 
the system. These changes will not require any additional 
infrastructure improvements at this time; however, it may 
require additional staff  or operational modifi cations. By leaving 
the Great Northern Depot and tracks east of the depot BNSF 
can continue to make the Madison to Corson subdivision 
movement, using the Canton Subdivision, as they currently do. 
Previous proposals would have removed the depot and all but 
two mainlines through downtown. 

QUESTION: Are there going to be further improvements 

in the future?

ANSWER: There are no additional improvements planned 
at this time to accommodate the current capacity needed 
for BNSF. Potential market demands in the future may 
require improvements such as track upgrades, realignments, 
and signal enhancements within BNSF right-of-way or at 
existing yards. Other major investments by BNSF are always 
a possibility, in Sioux Falls or elsewhere, and are outside the 
scope of this study.

QUESTION: How will train traffic change downtown with 

the new alternative?

ANSWER: There will be fewer trains stopping, switching, 
and being stored downtown. There will be no change to 
the number of inbound/outbound trains. There will be four 
(4) fewer tracks crossing 6th Street and five (5) fewer tracks 
crossing 8th Street.

QUESTION: How will the railroad crossings be affected by 

the new alternative?

ANSWER: In general there will be no changes to the 
crossings along the Madison Subdivision, the E&E Line 
between Sioux Falls and Brandon, the Corson Subdivision 
east of the new interchange, and along the Canton 
Subdivision. There will be slight changes to the crossings 
along the Corson Subdivision, between downtown and the 
new interchange. There will be more frequent shorter trains, 
and fewer longer trains. However, total rail traffic will not 
change. Lastly, the crossings at the South Yard, east of Egger 
Steel, will have a slight increase in the number of rail cars on 
existing trains (2-5 additional cars per month).
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