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Energy Conservation:
Use a Programmable Thermostat!
Programmable thermostats are a great tool that 
can significantly reduce energy consumption in the 
summertime. Programmable thermostats often 
offer a wide range of scheduling options. This 
makes it easier to schedule times to a higher 
temperature when an area is vacant. Contrary to 
the myths an air conditioner does not work harder 
to get a room back to a comfortable setting and it 
can make a major difference on your home cooling 
bills. For thermostat settings information go to 
www.energy.gov/energysaver/articles/thermostats. 

Energy Audit Programs
Local utility companies offer several energy 
efficiency programs here in Sioux Falls. These 
include discounts on lighting, rebates on select 
purchases, and even home energy audit programs 
or online assessment tools! Contact your local 
service provider to find if you qualify to participate 
in these great energy saving programs. To learn 
more about why an energy assessment is so 
critical go to: www.energy.gov/public-services/
home-weatherization/home-energy-audits.

Find Energy Leaks
Sealing and weather stripping 
cracks or air leaks is one of the 
easiest ways to prepare your 
home for extreme weather. This 
will help to keep hot air from 
getting into a home and will 
reduce the amount of energy an 
A/C unit must use to keep your 
home at a comfortable level. 
Learn more at: 
www.energy.gov/energysaver/ 
projects/ savings-project-how- 
seal-air-leaks-caulk

A/C Maintenance
Air conditioners that are    
not operating properly can 
become a major problem. By 
maintaining your A/C unit 
properly, you will ensure that it 
is operating as efficiently as 
possible. This will also help 
ensure that the A/C unit will 
keep running smoothly. 
Energy.gov has some great tips 
to properly maintaining your air 
conditioner. Find out more at: 
http://energy.gov/
energysaver/articles/
maintaining-your-air-conditioner 

Efficient Home Lighting
According to Energy.gov, lighting a home 
can account for up to 10 percent of your 
total energy bill. So what bulb you choose to 
use in your home is essential to reducing 
your energy bills. While incandescent bulbs 
are the cheapest option up front, they cost 
more over their lifetime as they use more 
energy and also do not last as long in 
traditional fixtures. Compact Fluorescent 
Lamps (CFL’s) are affordable, use around 
1/4 of the energy of traditional incandescent 
bulbs, and last about 10 times longer. Light 
Emitting Diode (LED) bulbs are even more 
efficient and can last 25 times longer than 
incandescent bulbs. Find out more at: 
http://energy.gov/energysaver/
articles/tips-lighting 

About our Sources: The mission of the Energy Department is to ensure America’s security and prosperity by addressing its energy, environmental, and nuclear 
challenges through transformative science and technology solutions. Energy.gov. (n.d.). Department of Energy. Retrieved June 24, 2014, from www.energy.gov.

ENVIRONMENTALF660056.ai


