
 

 

Minutes Monday, November 5, 2007 

Land Use 
Committee 
 

5:33 p.m.  
Carnegie Town Hall 
235 W. 10th Street 

 

Members Present:  Bob Jamison, Bob Litz and Kermit Staggers  
 

 
Staff Present:  Debra A. Owen, City Clerk; Denise D. Tucker, Assistant City Clerk 
 
Guests: Council Members: Gerald Beninga, De Knudson, Vernon Brown, and 

J. Pat Costello; Gary Colwill, City Attorney; Mike Cooper, Director of 
Planning and Building Services; Shawna Goldammer, with City 
Planning  

 

1. Call to Order 
A.  Committee Chair Bob Jamison called the meeting to order. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes 

A.   A motion was made by Committee member Bob Litz and seconded by Committee 
member Kermit Staggers to approve the September 4, 2007 minutes. A voice vote was 
taken and all members said yes.  

 
3. Discussion 
 

A.   Video Lottery Ordinance 
           
               1.                      2.                      3.                      4. 
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        PDF 1 – Ordinances  
        PDF 2 – 2001 draft ordinance 
        PDF 3 – Referenced State law 
        PDF 4 - Statistics        
 

• Council Chair De Knudson began the discussion on video lottery. She mentioned 
that she and Council Member Kevin Kavanaugh have had informal conversations 
about video lottery. She said the City receives about $60,000 a year from fees for 
video lottery machines. Knudson presented a history of video lottery and a recap of 
how the citizens of Sioux Falls voted on the issue in past elections. She said 
discussing growth is about all that can be done on the city level. Knudson said the 
South Dakota Legislature doesn’t have the courage to allow cities to decide if they 
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want video lottery in their communities. She said Sioux Falls has about one video 
lottery machine for every 1,000 people. (Aberdeen’s video lottery ordinance was 
provided, which limits the number of video lottery terminal placement based on 
population.) 

• Council Member J. Pat Costello inquired about the previous election percentages. 
Knudson said in 1994, the vote to repeal the machines was 26,596 yes votes to 
31,870 no votes (in Minnehaha County). It passed, statewide by a vote of 53% yes 
votes to 47% no votes. In 2000, the results in Minnehaha County were 32,636 yes 
votes to 28,588 no votes (on Constitutional Amendment D). It passed, statewide by 
a vote of 54 % yes to 46% no. Costello also asked about the number of new video 
lottery licenses issued in the past three years. Knudson said in February 2003, 
there were more than 1,000 terminals and now there are more than 1,202 
terminals. Costello said it would be relevant to know the number of licenses added 
year-to-year. He questioned what they were trying to accomplish. Knudson said 
she was interested in slowing down the growth. Shawna Goldammer, with City 
Planning, said there has been a big decrease in new (video lottery) establishments 
since 2001, when the City Council brought new legislation enacting a 2,000 foot 
rule (between establishments). 

• Council member Kevin Kavanaugh said it was his perspective that they (the City 
Council) had gotten things under control but now there seems to be a new wave. 
He said people will pay $250,000 to get a liquor license to have a video lottery 
establishment. He said that’s his concern and he believes it’s time to come up with 
something new to keep a lid on it. Kavanaugh said he is looking for five City 
Council members, who are comfortable with and want to see video lottery 
machines kept at a certain level. 

• City Attorney Gary Colwill stated that State law allows municipalities to limit video 
lottery machines tied to malt beverage licenses. He then read the State law to the 
group (See pdf 3). Colwill said he is prepared to fight the Home Rule issue (to 
make limits to video lottery applicable to both liquor and malt beverage licenses). 
He said he thinks the State would challenge it. 

• Committee member Bob Litz made a motion to defer a decision for one week to 
allow him to talk to other councilors about the new information he had received on 
video lottery. The motion died for lack of a second.  

• Committee Chair Bob Jamison said they will defer discussion for one week to 
Tuesday, November 13, 2007. He added that a number (limit) is needed for draft 
legislation. 

    
4. Open Discussion 

A.  There was none. 
 
5. Adjournment at 6:15 p.m.  

A.  A motion was made by Committee member Litz and seconded by Committee member 
Staggers to adjourn. Jamison called for a voice vote. All committee members voted yes. 

 
    Denise D. Tucker 

   Assistant City Clerk 


























