
 

 

Minutes Monday, December 14, 2009 

Public Service Committee 
 

4:47 p.m.    
Carnegie Town Hall 
235 West Tenth Street 

 

Members Present:    Vernon Brown, Kenny Anderson Jr., De Knudson and Kermit Staggers. 
 

Members Absent:     None                

                                      

Staff Present:  Debra Owen and Tamara Jorgensen 
 

Guests:  Judy Buseman, LuAnn Ford, Jill Franken, Dave McElroy, Aimee Ladonski, 
Mike Cooper, Pat Costello, Gail Eiesland, Drew Price, Sue Aguilar, Rob 
Horrocks, Gerald and Jeanne Gerkin, Todd Signdman, Dan Neuwith, Greg 
Dix, Tom Wilford, Perry Schempp, Clara Hart, Jake Anderson, Daniel 
Statema and Jayson Weihs.   

 

1. Call To Order 
Committee Chair Brown called the meeting to order at 4:47 p.m. 

 
2. Review and approval of Minutes dated October 13, 2009 
 

A motion was made by Knudson and seconded by Staggers to approve said minutes.   
A voice vote was taken and all members present voted yes.  Motion Passed. 

  
3. Vehicles for Hire 
 

Owen provided an update on the Vehicle for Hire ordinance stating the Committee has been 
reviewing this topic from May to September of this year.  A copy of the draft ordinance has been 
submitted to the Health Department and to the City Attorney’s office for their review.  A copy of the 
final ordinance is before the committee for their review.  There were a few housekeeping changes 
on the ordinance as well.  One of the proposed changes was to raise the rate on the ten year cap 
and add a fuel surcharge; the other proposed change was to remove the cap on the rates.  This 
item will go before the City Council for their review.   
 

Item 7 was heard at this time.  See item for discussion held. 
 
4. Garbage and Recycling Ordinance 
 

A.   Dave McElroy, Sanitary Landfill Superintendent and Aimee Ladonski, Sustainability    
Coordinator 

 
 McElroy stated that the Solid Waste Planning Board has met several times to discuss the proposed 

changes to the ordinance.  Clarification was sent on November 16, 2009, to the City Council (a 
copy is attached at the end of these minutes) explaining the administrative rules is a policy 
(ordinances) and the procedures are set by the administrative rules. 

   
 McElroy gave a breakdown of the steps for adoption of administrative rules: Must seek the Public 

Works Directors authority, filing rules with the City Clerk’s Office for Council input; 30 days required 
for public notification and the appeal process.   The information is also accessible on the city’s 
website. 
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 Anderson Jr. asked about the appeals process.  McElroy read the administrative rules (as listed on 

the memo attached to the end of these minutes).   
 
 Staggers requested that the City Council be more involved in this process as the City Council sets 

policy.  Discussion was held regarding the Solid Waste Planning Committee meetings being open to 
the public and the minutes being posted on the website.  Owen asked if there were any sub-
committees in the Solid Waste Planning Board and Ladonski answered ‘yes’.  These sub-
committees were formed to review the rules and they are open to the public as well.  Minutes are 
not yet available for these meetings. 

 
 Owen gave an update on the legislative branch having oversight on administrative rules.  

Discussion was held regarding enforcement of the rules and regulations when enforcing recycling 
ordinances.   

 
 Anderson Jr. stated he has a concern about the adoption of the rules and regulations regarding 

administrative rules.  He would like to see Council involvement in the appeals process.  Discussion 
was held regarding the interpretation of the enforcement of the ordinance and the appeal process. 

  
 Input from the audience: 
  
 Perry Schempp, Marv’s Sanitary Service of Sioux Falls discussed the following points:  the rebate 

process and the rebates being the ‘customer’s choice’; and the attainability for some haulers to 
meet the goals.  Discussion was held regarding the goals being measurable and changing 
requirements to include residential, commercial and yard waste recycling. 

 
 Jake Anderson, Millennium Recycling, Inc. discussed the following points:  the support (and non-

support) of the rules by members of the hauling community and studies that were conducted 
showing that the majority of the public supports recycling. 

 
 Tom Wilford, Marv’s Sanitary Service of Brandon, discussed the following points:  the number of 

haulers in 2008 that were under the goal and how some haulers are not affected by incentive plans.  
Discussion followed. 

 
 Anderson Jr. made a motion, and Staggers seconded, to move forward with the following 

amendment to Section 18-7 of the ordinance:   
 
 

 
A voice vote was taken with the results as follows:  Yeses, Anderson Jr. and Staggers.  Nos, Knudson and 
Brown.  The ordinance will move forward to the City Council with the understanding that the amendment 
can be made again at the City Council Meeting - the 2nd Reading should occur at the second meeting in 
January. 
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Anderson Jr. asked McElroy to continue ongoing discussions with the haulers regarding any new or 
updated information. 
 
Brown reminded the audience to sign in at the back table so their names can be recorded properly for the 
minutes. 
 
Item 6 was heard at this time see item for discussion held. 
 
Council Member Staggers left at 6:00 p.m. 
City Clerk Owen left at 6:15 p.m. 
 
5.   

 Code Enforcement   
 A.  Timeline for Goals by Mike Cooper, Director of Planning and Building Services 
 
 The information shown below was distributed to the group and the underlined items were discussed 

with the committee.   In addition, an update was received on the violations for 2009, the citation 
amounts recovered and the timeline for the citations and non-compliant cases.  A year-end report is 
being processed to include more details.  
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 Noise Ordinance  6.   

 A.  Judy Buseman, Director of Public Health and Jill Franken, Assistant Public Health    
Director  

 

 Buseman distributed the following handout and the details were discussed.  Buseman stated that 
the Health Department was working with the City Attorney’s Office to draft an ordinance which is 
near completion. Downtown Sioux Falls has been reviewed for decibel levels, permit changes and 
the application/approving process.  The Health Department has held meetings and demonstrations 
for downtown groups to become aware of the changes and to give an opportunity for input and 
discussion.  There may be a change in the permit process to change from 1 permit to 3:  1 is a 
standard, single event;  2 for monthly permits on a regular basis; and 3 for a special event (such as 
Jazz Fest).  The levels are dependent upon the size of the project and the amount of time/effort 
needed to support the permit. 
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 Franken discussed the enforcement portion of the process.  She indicated that changes may be 

made to include verbiage regarding “having two violations” and the review process to determine if a 
vendor can have future permits based on past performance. 

 
 Anderson, Jr. stated he would like to see consideration given to areas outside of the downtown area 

as well.   
 
 Buseman stated that they would like to send a working draft of the ordinance to the committee and 

then present the proposed ordinance to a future Informational Meeting.  Brown agreed that this 
would work and asked that Buseman email a copy of the ordinance to the committee and the City 
Council would be briefed on the information at the last Informational Meeting in January (January 
25).  After that timeline, the ordinance would be presented as a first reading at the Council Meeting 
on Monday, February 1, 2010.   

  
  
7. Dance Hall Ordinance  (time permitting) 
 

A. Doug Barthel, Chief of Police and Gail Eiesland, Chief Assistant City Attorney 
 

Barthel stated that the existing Dance Hall ordinance has been in place since 1957 and is 
sporadically used.  Existing ordinances within the liquor laws and the zoning laws are 
more than adequate to be used should the dance hall ordinances be repealed.  Barthel 
recommended that the Dance Hall ordinances be repealed.   
 
A motion was made by Knudson and seconded by Staggers to bring the recommendation 
that this ordinance be repealed to the full Council.  All members present voted yes.  
Motion Passed. 
  

8. Open Discussion  
There was none. 

 
9. Adjournment 

A motion was made by Knudson and seconded by Anderson, Jr. to adjourn the meeting at 
6:35 p.m.  A voice vote was taken and all members present voted yes.  Motion Passed. 

 
 

Pending Items:   
The subjects listed below are pending and can be moved up on this Agenda when 
necessary. 
 

1.  Affordable Housing   
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