Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing
Through this rule, HUD proposes to provide HUD program participants with more effective means to
affirmatively further the purposes and policies of the Fair Housing Act, which is Title VIII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1968. The Fair Housing Act not only prohibits discrimination but, in conjunction with other
statutes, directs HUD's program participants to take steps proactively to overcome historic patterns of
segregation, promote fair housing choice, and foster inclusive communities for all. As acknowledged by
the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) and many stakeholders, advocates, and program
participants, the current practice of affirmatively furthering fair housing carried out by HUD grantees,
which involves an analysis of impediments to fair housing choice and a certification that the grantee will
affirmatively further fair housing, has not been as effective as had been envisioned.
This rule accordingly proposes to refine existing requirements with a fair housing assessment and
planning process that will better aid HUD program participants fulfill this statutory obligation and
address specific comments the GAO raised. To facilitate this new approach, HUD will provide states,
local governments, insular areas, and public housing agencies (PHAs), as well as the communities they
serve, with data on patterns of integration and segregation; racially and ethnically concentrated areas of
poverty; access to education, employment, low-poverty, transportation, and environmental health,
among other critical assets; disproportionate housing needs based on the classes protected under the
Fair Housing Act; data on individuals with disabilities and families with children; and discrimination.
From these data, program participants will evaluate their present environment to assess fair housing
issues, identify the primary determinants that account for those issues, and set forth fair housing
priorities and goals. The benefit of this approach is that these priorities and goals will then better inform
program participant's strategies and actions by improving the integration of the assessment of fair
housing through enhanced coordination with current planning exercises. This proposed rule further
commits HUD to greater engagement and better guidance for program participants in fulfilling their
obligation to affirmatively further fair housing. With this new clarity through guidance, a template for
the assessment, and a HUD-review process, program participants should achieve more meaningful
outcomes that affirmatively further fair housing.

