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Purpose of 
This Presentation



Noise Study Discussion History

Updated 
Noise Study 



Prior 
Noise Study
Mitigation 
Site –
Barrier #9 



So what’s new and why is this being done 
again?



Noise Abatement Thresholds (SDDOT 
Policy) For A Barrier

• Reasonableness = Cost per Benefitted Receptor is $21K 
or less

• Acoustic Feasibility = 5 dBA reduction for 60% of 
receptors directly behind the barrier and 7dBA reduction 
for 40% of all benefitted receptors

• General Feasibility =  safety, access requirements for 
drainage, utilities, and constructability AND accepted by 
majority vote of residents / owners



New Noise Model Results for Barrier # 9: 
• Still Reasonable and Feasible, pending public 

meeting vote
• Wall height – consistent 6 ft - 7 ft. which provides 

noise reduction benefit to receptors 5 ft. above 
the grade (average ear height) facing the street

• Wall length – 235 ft. (includes one parcel and 
sightline reduction)



• Wall layout extends to only one parcel where the townhomes are located - the previous layout 
extended further to two parcels and provided more noise reduction for the outer receptor. 

• Don’t need to meet the noise reduction goal on the outer parcel according to SDDOT’s noise 
guidance, so reducing it should help with real estate acquisition negotiations (one vs. two 
parcels). 

• Wall access for maintenance right-of-way (permanent easement) will need to be purchased –
cost estimate includes 10 ft. of right-of-way.  



Overview 
Map













Why is the wall bent inward toward the 
residential units?



What is meant by “Easements”?



Is this the only place along 85th Street that 
a noise barrier will be considered?



We need your vote on a noise barrier wall!
You can vote with a paper ballot delivered 

to your address





September 7, 2020
Votes need to be returned for tabulation 

and certification 



What happens after the vote?



For More Information
http://siouxfalls.org/85thStreet

ADA accommodation is needed to view the presentation in pdf format, please contact the Human Relations 
Office at (605) 367-8745 (voice), (605) 367-7039 (TTY), or humanrelations@siouxfalls.org

Questions or Comments:  
Shannon Ausen, City of Sioux Falls, (605) 367- 8607  Email:  sausen@siouxfalls.org

Kyle Heimerl, South Dakota Department of Transportation, (605) 773-3436   
Email:  Kyle.Heimerl@state.sd.us

http://siouxfalls.org/85thStreet
mailto:humanrelations@siouxfalls.org
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